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WELCOME and TREASURER’S REPORT
The meeting was opened by Jennifer Connelly @ 9:35.  Kathy DeRienzo gave the Treasurer’s Report and highlighted several items.  The current total for the direct donation fundraiser is $5365.  Our goal was $7000. The Book Fair made a profit of $3070.32.  We have received the $2000 grant for SMART boards from Thomaston Savings Bank.  We realized a profit on Muffin mates and came under budget for the Ice Cream Social.  We appear to be over budget for the Author-Illustrator program but some of that should be offset when the book orders come in.  Yearbook needs to be returned as a budget line item.  
	Jennifer added our current earnings from Stop and Shop which are not paid to us until the Spring are $1231.87.  Kudos to our new chairs Christina Taylor and Debbie Broadwater for their efforts as co-chairs.  It is not too late to send in your card numbers.  The Gervais family had the most numbers for October and won a Stop and Shop gift card.  We have over 500 signups so we have triggered the iTouch raffle.  Thank you to all the families who have contributed
THANK YOU’S
Jennifer thanked the following:
	-Kim Bandak-Muffin Mates
	-Deb Mitchell-Muffin Mates
	-Amy Falk-Book Fair
	-Allyson Springer-Book Fair
	-Dana Kaplan-Book Fair
	-Jennifer Caraglior-Enrichment
	-Niloufer Mathews-PTO Directory
	-Kathleen Hennessy-Spirit wear
	-Christina Taylor-Stop and Shop A+
	-Debbie Broadwater-Stop and Shop A+

PTO ADVISORY
Kathy gave a report on the PTO Advisory.  She discussed Dr Sippy’s recent presentation regarding a possible decrease in student enrollment in our Region.  There are many possibilities open as to how the Region will handle this.  Dr Sippy is looking to form a task force that includes parents to examine the  possibilities.  
How the Region is going to handle the already 9 days off from school was also discussed.  Dr Sippy has recently polled parents to see preference regarding taking to days from April break or adding them to the calendar in June before touching April break.  Parents are encouraged to email him with their thoughts.  

Chairpersons Reports-
Jennifer Caraglior discussed the enrichment program and how it was working as a 4 week program this Fall instead of a 6 week program.
Yarel Marshall discussed the Ice Cream Social.  It worked better for organizers to have it later in the month of September.  She would like to add/invite more organizations to be a part of it in the future.  
Parent Comments-
The new vendor for the school photos was discussed.  The consensus was the individual photos were of much better quality.  Some parents felt there was a shadow in the class picture and missed the larger picture.
Parents were wondering what plans were being made for a Family Night.  Suggestions were made for a BMX stunt show and a man who paints a mural while everyone guesses what he is painting.  A suggestion was made for a silent auction that than becomes a live auction at the end.  The need for chairs for any of these events was discussed.
Jennifer asked for suggestions regarding speakers at future PTO meetings.  Parents were interested in another bullying presentation.  It was suggested that it focus more on how parents can support their children at home as most understand how the school deals with bullying now.  Possibly more focused on building assets/confidence in children.  Another suggestion was a speaker on internet safety precautions parents could take to help their children.  Kathy thought she had a police contact who might be able to speak on that.  
The future leadership of the PTO was discussed as Jennifer will be resigning to be a Board of Education member.  The Executive Board will be finalized at their December meeting and then announced.  There will most likely be a vacancy for anyone interested in joining the executive board.
A possible community bulletin board hung in the cafeteria was discussed.  The people present thought not enough parents would see it.  They favored a monthly sheet with contact info that went home with the Spotlight or newsletter.  It would just list the activities and contact info for current programs.
LOOK AHEAD
Jennifer reminded everyone the clothing drive/indoor recess collection has been rescheduled for Friday November 18th and Saturday the 19th.  
Mr Moretti will be introducing the water bottle recycling receptacle at the next Leopard’s Pride and then the recycling program will begin in the cafeteria. 

Volunteers are needed to chair Family Night, edit the Newsletter and there will be a new opening on the Executive Board.  
PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
Ms. Zwick was present representing Mr Moretti.  She spoke about the success of the Veteran’s Day programs at LMES.  She also mentioned she would be willing to help run the bullying program again.  She also raised the issue of a field trip scholarship fund as it was becoming increasing difficult for some families to afford the field trip fees.  
Next PTO meeting is January 10th at 7pm.
Winner of lunch raffle was Hailey C.  



